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REMARKS 

This application is believed to be in condition for 
allowance at the time of the next Official Action. 

The Official Action rejects claims 1-12 under 35 USC 
§103 (a) as being unpatentable over NAKANISHI et al . in view of 
any of KAMATA, TOBIOKA, and UCHIDA et al . Reconsideration and 
withdrawal of this rejection are respectfully requested for the 
following reasons : 

The Official Action offers the primary NAKANISHI et al . 
reference for its asserted teaching or suggestion of a lens- 
fitted photo film unit having a flash device, discharge tube, 
flash light control device, and flash quench circuit. This 
reference is also offered for teaching or suggesting a stop 
changing device. The Official Action acknowledges, however, that 
the primary NAKANISHI et al . reference fails to teach or suggest 
an aperture that is changed responsive to a measured brightness. 

It is the feature of an automatic aperture stop for 
which the KAMATA, UCHIDA et al . , and TOBIOKA references are 
offered in the alternative. Applicant notes that the NAKANISHI 
et al . patent issued March 18, 2003 and was earlier published on 
January 3, 2002. Accordingly, neither of these dates is early 
enough to characterize either the issued patent or the published 
U.S. application as §102 (b) prior art, in light of the September 
14, 2001 filing date of the parent of the present application. 
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Furthermore, the NAKANISHI et al . patent issued from a 
U.S. application first filed May 31, 2001. Such first U.S. 
filing date falls after the September 14 and September 18, 2000 
filing dates of the three Japanese applications whose priority is 
claimed by the present application. Accordingly, the NAKANISHI 
et al . patent can be overcome as §102 (e) prior art by perfecting 
priority claim of the present application. To this end, 
applicant makes of record a verified translation of Japanese 
priority applications JPA2000-280539 and JPA2000-281679 , thereby 
overcoming the NAKANISHI et al . reference as prior art. These 
two applications provide full support for the present claims, and 
prove invention prior to the §102 (e) date of the reference. 

The remaining secondary references, namely the UCHIDA 
et al . and TOBIOKA patents, are each assigned to Fuji Photo Film 
Company, the assignee of the present application. These applied 
patents have respective issue dates of September 24, 2002 and 
November 5, 2002. Accordingly, neither issued patent constitutes 
§102 (b) prior art with respect to the present application. 
Furthermore, neither of the U.S. applications that resulted in 
such patents were published. 

The TOBIOKA patent issued from an application having a 
first U.S. filing date of November 27, 2000. Such date falls 
after the September 14 and 18, 2000 filing dates of the Japanese 
applications whose priority is claimed by the present U.S. 
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application. Accordingly, by making of record the verified 
translation of such priority applications, as discussed above, 
the TOBIOKA patent no longer constitutes §102 (e) prior art 
against the present application. 

The UCHIDA et al . patent issued from a U.S. application 
whose first filing date is June 30, 2000. Therefore, although 
this reference may ultimately be overcome as §102 (e) prior art, 
the filing of verified translations of the priority applications 
as discussed above will not, in itself, achieve this. 

However, as also discussed above, the UCHIDA et al . 
patent is assigned to Fuji Photo Film Company, the assignee of 
the present application. As this reference is available as prior 
art, if at all, only under 35 USC §102 (e) , this reference cannot 
be applied as prior art in the context of an obviousness 
rejection under 35 USC §103 (a) in light of the restriction of 35 
USC §103 (c) . Accordingly, applicant hereby affirmatively states, 
through its counsel, that the subject matter of UCHIDA et al . and 
the claimed invention of the present application were, at the 
time the present invention was made, owned by the same person or 
subject to an obligation of assignment to the same person, namely 
Fuji Photo Film Company. 

As a result of the above, each of the NAKANISHI et al., 
TOBIOKA, and UCHIDA et al . references no longer constitutes prior 
art with respect to the present application. Accordingly, of the 
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applied references, only the secondary KAMATA reference remains. 
As acknowledged by the Official Action, such reference is 
insufficient, on its own, to either anticipate or render obvious 
the present invention as claimed. 

Should there be any matters that need to be resolved in 
the present application, the Examiner is respectfully requested 
to contact the undersigned at the telephone number listed below. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, 
concurrent, and future replies, to charge payment or credit any 
overpayment to Deposit Account No. 25-0120 for any additional 
fees required under /37 C.F.R. §1.16 or under 37 C.F.R.§1.17. 

Respectfully submitted, 
YOUNG & THOMPSON 

Robert J. Patch, Reg. No. 17,355 
745 South 23 rd Street 
Arlington, VA 222 02 
Telephone (703) 521-2297 
Telefax (703) 685-0573 
(703) 979-4709 

RJP/lrs 
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APPENDIX: 



The Appendix includes the following items: 



- verified English translations of Japanese priority 
applications: 2000-280539 and 2000-281679 



